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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Contact Information and Operating Hours 

 
Address:    Alipaġina 43, 71000 Sarajevo 
 
American Citizen Services Hours:   Monday-Friday 14:00-15:30 and Friday 8:00-10:30 
     It is always preferable to call for an appointment! 
 
Non-Immigrant Visa Hours:            By appointment through Visa Information Service at                                              
    (387) 33 295 375 
 
Immigrant Visa Hours:  Tuesday and Thursday 8:00-11:30 
 
Tel:    (387) 33 445 700  ACS Ext.  2210, 2337. 2130 

NIV ext.   2241, 2466. 2484. 2499 
IV ext.     2453 

Fax:    (387) 33 221 837 
E-mail:     rws@state.gov   (for registration) 
E-mail:    IVConsularSarajevo@state.gov (for immigrant visa questions) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Change in Passport Regualtions as of February 1, 2008 
 

 

Increase in U.S. Passport Fees and  
New Parental Signature Requirements for  
U.S. Minors 
 
On February 1, 2008, the U.S. Government increased its fees for 
certain U.S. citizen passport services.  For adult applicants 
renewing a passport, the total fee increased to $75.  For first-

time applicants age 16 and over, the total fee increased to $100.  The fee for minors under 
16 years of age is $85. 
 
Effective February 1, 2008, passport applicants who are U.S. citizen minors under the age 
of 16 must appear personally with their parents to establish identity, proof of citizenship 
and proof of relationship.  For parental application permission, both parents must appear 
together and sign; one parent may appear to sign and submit the other parentôs notarized 

mailto:rws@state.gov
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statement; or one parent may appear, sign and submit primary evidence of sole authority.  
Minors age 16 and 17 may apply in person with their own identification, but for security 
reasons, parental consent may be required.  If your child does not have identification of 
their own, a parent will be required to accompany the child and present identification. 
 
Please refer to the Department of Stateôs website at www.travel.state.gov for complete 
information on all new requirements, including downloadable revised forms that must be 
used as of February 1, 2008. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Increase in Non-immigrant Visa Application Fee 

 
Effective January 1, the application fee for a U.S. non-immigrant visa increased from $100 to 
$131.  This increase allows the U.S. Departmetn of State to recover the costs of security and 
other enhancements to the non-immigrant visa application process.  This increase applies 
both to non-immigrant visas issued on machine-readable foils in passports and to border 
crossing cards issued to certain applicants in Mexico. 
 
Applicants who paid the prior $100 application fee and appear for a visa interview after 
January 31 must pay the difference ($31) before they will be interviewed.   
 
The Department is requried by law to recover the cost of processing non-immigrant visas 
through the collection of the Machine-Readable Visa application fee.  Because of new 
security-related costs, new information technology systems and inflation, the $100 Machine-
Readable Visa is lower than the actual cost of processing non-immigrant visas.  In fact, the 
$100 fee was already lower than the cost of processing non-immigrant visas when the fee 
was reviewed as a part fo the cost-of-service study in 2004.  The Department has been 
absorbing the additional cost.  We are now collecting 10 fingerprints from each applicant 
and the cost charged by the FBI to review those fingerprints no longer allows us to do this.  
The application fee has increased twice since 9/11, the last time in 2002. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

U.S. Tax Information 
 
 
Contact information:  
 

For Europe:      
  

U.S. Embassy/IRS 
2 Avenue Gabriel 

Paris, France 75382     

   
Walk-in assistance: 9 a.m. to noon 

Phone service: M-F 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
Tel. 33 01 4312-2555 Fax:  33 01 4312-2303 

Web site: http://www.amb-usa.fr/IRS/IRS.HTM 

E-mail:  irs.paris@irs.gov 
 

Customer Service Fax:  215-516-3256 or 215-516-2555 
Fax for transcripts of returns:  215-516-2931; 215-516-

1311; 215-516-1322 

 
 

 
 

   

            

 

http://www.travel.state.gov/
mailto:irs.paris@irs.gov
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Mail:   
IRS Philadelphia Service Center 

Philadelphia, PA 19255-0215 

 
 

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) office serves all U.S. taxpayers living or working overseas. The 
IRS home page, www.irs.gov , should be the first stop for tax forms and answers to common 

questions. 
 

The U.S. taxes its citizens on their worldwide income.  Even if you are eligible to exclude a portion or 

all of your earned income in a given year, you must file a U.S. tax return in order to claim that 
exclusion.  Also the foreign income exclusion doesnôt apply to self employment tax. 

 
The IRS website has information for overseas filers, including overseas filing publications, forms and 

frequently asked questions. 
 

Taxpayers can also contact the IRS international office or the IRS overseas filing center.  Contact 

information is available at http://www.irs.gov/localcontacts/article/0,,id=101292.00.html.  
 

IRS Publication 54, Tax Guide for U.S. Citizens and Resident Aliens Abroad is a valuable 
resource for anyone living abroad or with income from a foreign source.  This can be found on the 

IRS website as well. 

 
The Consular Section of the U.S. Embassy in Sarajevo can provide you with a tax form needed (from:  

www.irs.gov ï e.g., 1040 for overseas filers, extension forms) but, if you have Internet access, you 
can access the IRS website directly.   

 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

R E G I S T R A T I O N    W I T H   T H E   E M B A S S Y 
 

If you would like to update your registration with the Embassy, please fax or e-
mail us the Registration Form (available also at http://sarajevo.usembassy.gov).  
Americans registering for the first time should come to the Consular Section in person to 
present their passport.  If you live far away from Sarajevo, you can fax (033 221 837) or e-
mail (rws@state.gov) the form and a copy of your passport biographic data page to us, and 
come to the Consular Section later for the full registration. 
 
 

 
 

To receive 

 

Warden Messages 

 

by e-mail 

 

you need to be  

 

registered 

 

with the Embassy  ! 
 

 

http://www.irs.gov/localcontacts/article/0,,id=101292.00.html
http://www.irs.gov/
mailto:rws@state.gov
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Overseas Voting 

 

New Features of the FVAP website and Filling Out an 
FPCA 

 

 

NEW FVAP VOTER REGISTRATION AND BALLOT DELIVERY FEATURES The Federal Voting 

Assistance Program (FVAP) has added a series of new features to the FVAP website to help facilitate 
the absentee voting process for military and overseas citizens through the use of electronic solutions. 

 

The first feature is an automated version of the Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) that is available 
to all voters covered under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act(UOCAVA). 

Citizens are guided through the completion of the Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) form based 
on the requirements of their state of legal residence. 

 

To use this feature, citizens create an account on a secure server hosted by the Department of 
Defense. When the FPCA has been completed, a PDF version will be generated and users will be 

provided with the submission options that are allowed in their state or jurisdiction, including via postal 
mail, fax, email, or through a secure Department of Defense server. 

 
Through the secure server process, users from participating jurisdictions can upload a printed, signed, 

and scanned FPCA onto the secure Department of Defense server. Their local election official, after 

receiving a notification email, can then log onto the secure server and download the FPCA. 
 

Two additional components are to be added this spring in preparation for the 2008 General Election. 
The first, coming in March of 2008, will allow local election officials to provide a blank ballot to the 

voter through the secure Department of Defense server. The UOCAVA citizen can then print, mark, 

and sign the blank ballot, prior to submitting it in accordance with state law. 
 

In June of 2008, the capability will be added to allow UOCAVA citizens to digitally sign and 
electronically forward the FPCA to the local election official through the secure Department of 

Defense server. 
 

Please note that these new features will not facilitate the submission of voted ballots. 

 
It is important to keep in mind that in addition to the new automated FPCA option, UOCAVA citizens 

can still complete and submit the cardstock FPCA or the on-line version of the FPCA, which is 
available at www.fvap.gov. The following pages contain instructions on how to complete and submit 

the form manually. 

 
FEDERAL POST CARD APPLICATION (STANDARD FORM SF 76) Citizens voting under the 

Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) are eligible to participate in all 
elections for Federal offices in their state of legal residence. Many of these citizens are also eligible to 

vote in state and local elections.  Because election laws vary from state to state, please consult the 

recently distributed, 2008-2009 Voting Assistance Guide or your Voting Assistance Officer (VAO). The 
Guide contains state-by-state procedures for UOCAVA citizens to register and/or request an absentee 

ballot using the Federal Post Card Application (FPCA, SF-76).  All shaded areas for your state or 
territory as indicated in the Guide must be completed.  The Guide is available in hard copy format or 

on-line at the FVAP website, www.fvap.gov. 
 

The FPCA is the first step in the absentee voting process. The following are general item-by-item 

instructions for completing the FPCA.  It is important to realize that state laws determine the 
information required on the FPCA as well as the deadline for submitting the form.  As a result, 

accurate completion and timely submission of the FPCA are critical. Follow the instructions carefully 
when completing the FPCA.  After completing the form, send it to your jurisdiction of voting 

residence.  The Guide contains addresses for sending the completed form to your Local Election 

file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\hadzica\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\OLK1A6\www.fvap.gov
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\hadzica\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\OLK1A6\www.fvap.gov
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Official (LEO).  Alternative means of transmitting election materials (faxing) are also outlined in the 

Guide. 
 

Although Federal law states that the FPCA is valid for two regular Federal elections, FVAP 
recommends that you submit a new FPCA in January of every year and whenever you move to ensure 

that your absentee ballots will the sent to you in a timely manner.  Here is an item-by-item 

breakdown: 
 

Block 1 - I Request Ballots for All Elections In Which I Am Eligible To Vote And I Am:  Place an X 
only in one block. Marking Block 1c generally means that you were a resident of that state before 

departing the U.S. and your intent to return at some time in the future is uncertain. Marking Block 1c 
applies for a Federal ballot only (if one is printed by the state). 

 

Block 2 - My Information: Type or print full name, previous name (if 
applicable) sex, race, date of birth,  social security number (most states require only the last four 

digits), state driver's license or I.D. number, telephone number and email address.  Provide a 
complete fax number where the LEO may reach you. Some States and Territories allow you to 

request, receive, and/or return your ballot by fax.  Refer to your state pages in the Guide for more 

details on electronic transmission and required information for your state. 
 

Block 3 - My Voting Residence Address (for military, use legal residence. 
For overseas citizens, use last legal residence in U.S) (Required): A complete street address of where 

you actually lived in the state is necessary for the LEO to place you in the proper voting precinct.  A 
post office box is not appropriate.  If your address includes a Rural Route, use Item 6 (Additional 

Information) to indicate the specific location of the residence (for example, 2 miles south of the 

intersection of Route 9 and 
I-34.) This address should be different from the one provided in Item 4 and must be within the 

county or township where you claim legal voting residence. 
 

Block 4.a - Where To Send My Voting Materials: Enter the complete mailing address where you are 

currently living and where you wish to receive your absentee ballot.  This address must be different 
from the address you provided in Item 3.  If you will have a new mailing address by the time election 

materials will be sent to you, please be sure to indicate this address here. 
 

Block 4.b - My Forwarding Address: Complete 4.b only if you do not want your ballot mailed to the 

address in Block 4.a. This block would be used by citizens who have their mail forwarded by a courier 
or forwarding service. 

 
Block 4.c - I Prefer To Receive My Absentee Ballot, As Permitted By My State, 

By:  Check the preference  that you would like to receive your ballot.  Some States and Territories 
allow you to request, receive, and/or return your ballot by fax or email.  Refer to your state pages in 

the Guide for more details on electronic transmission.  If your state does not permit faxing or 

emailing ballots, you must check the mail box. 
 

Block 5 - My Political Party Affiliation:  In most states and territories, you must specify your party 
affiliation to vote in primary elections.  Please refer to the Guide for specific information regarding 

your state's primary elections. 

 
Block 6 - Additional Information:  Designate the period for which you want to receive ballots - see 

instructions for Block 6 paragraph (3).  Consult the Voting Assistance Guide for other specific state 
instructions. 

 
Block 7 - Affirmation by applicant: Read affirmation, and sign and date. 

 

Block 7 - Witness/Notary: Most states and territories do not require a witness or notary.  Check the 
Guide for state-specific requirements and instructions. 

 
Absentee voting materials may be obtained through your unit, Embassy, or Consulate VAO.  Many US 

citizens' organizations and corporations overseas maintain a stock of absentee voting materials as 

well. 
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An on-line (PDF) version of the FPCA is also available for all states and territories except Guam and 
American Samoa at www.fvap.gov.  The FPCA can be completed on-line or printed out and 

completed.  After completing the application, it must be signed, dated and placed in an envelope 
affixed with proper postage.  Postage free envelopes, for use in the U.S. Postal System, can also be 

printed from the FVAP web site. 

 
Vote! 

 
*************************************** 

 
 

U.S. ELECTIONS 2008  

Test Your Knowledge -  2008  Elections Quiz  

1  

What is the acronym commonly used for the Republican Party?  

a/ HOP    

b/ GOP    

c/ REP  

2  

Which president was the oldest at the time of inauguration?  

a/ Ronald Reagan  

b/ William Faulkner  

c/ Dwight Eisenhower  

3  

Which elected president was  the youngest?  

a/ John F. Kennedy  

b/ Theodore Roosevelt  

c/ Franklin D. Roosevelt  

4  

The presidential election is traditionally held in November on:  

a/ a Thursday following the second Tuesday of the month  

b/ a Tuesday following the first Monday of the month  

c/ a Monday following the third Wednesday of the month  

5  

How many American presidents have died on July 4?  

a/ none  

b/ 1  

c/ 3  

6  

How many years has a Democrat occupied the White House since 1980?  

a/ 8  

file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\hadzica\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\OLK1A6\www.fvap.gov
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b/ 12  

c/ 16  

7  

How many Americans came to the polls in 20 04 ? 

a/ about 86 mil.  

b/ about 122 mil.  

c/ about 190 mil.  

8  

The new president will be inaugurated on  

a/ 01/01, 2009  

b/ 12/31, 2008  

c/ 01/20, 2009  

9  

The first primaries for this yearôs election were held: 

a/ in Iowa  

b/ in Ohio  

c/ in Montana  

10  

The state w ith the biggest number of electors is:   

a/ Texas  

b/ California  

c/ New York  

Correct answers are on the last page.  

 

 

**************************************************************************** 

Embassy Closures: 
 
¶ May 1 (Thursday):  Labor Day 

¶ May 2 (Friday):  Labor Day 

¶ May 26 (Monday):  Memorial Day 

¶ July 4 (Friday):  Independence Day 

 

There is always an Embassy duty officer available to assist U.S. citizens with serious 
emergencies.   The duty officer can be reached at (033) 445 700. 

********************************************************************** 
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Correct answers:  

1b (Grand Old Party); 2a (69 years); 3a (JFK was the youngest elected president, 

however the youngest man in the presidential position was T. Roosevelt, when he took 

over as vice -president af ter the assassination of W. McKinley) ; 4b; 5c (Thomas 

Jefferson, John Adams, James Monroe); 6a (Bill Clinton ï 1992 -2000); 7b; 8c; 9a 

(January 3, 2008); 10b (55)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


